“Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look
after orphans and widows in their distress and keep oneself from being
polluted by the world.” — James 1:27

SUMMER 2017
UMCH Board of Directors
Mr. Charlie Adair, Vice President
First United Methodist Church, Tuscaloosa, AL
Mrs. Glenda Allred, President

Summer for UMCH Kids Looks
Like Summer for Kids Everywhere

First United Methodist Church, Montgomery
Mr. Rick Batson
Trinity United Methodist Church, Birmingham
Mr. Lewis Beville
Dauphin Way United Methodist Church, Mobile
Dr. Judy Bonner
First United Methodist Church, Tuscaloosa, AL
Mr. Mark Colson
First United Methodist Church, Montgomery
Mrs. Elizabeth Dunn
Canterbury United Methodist Church, Birmingham
Mrs. Carol Flowers
First United Methodist Church, Dothan, AL
Mrs. Lisa Free, Secretary
Aldersgate United Methodist Church, Montgomery
Rev. Tyler Fuller
Crosspoint United Methodist Church, Niceville, FL
Bishop David Graves
Alabama-West Florida Conference
Mr. John Miller, Treasurer
Canterbury United Methodist Church, Birmingham
Mr. Donald Price
First United Methodist Church, Montgomery
Rev. Patrick Quinn
Frazer Memorial United Methodist Church,
Montgomery
Mrs. Lori Robertson
Canterbury United Methodist Church, Birmingham
Mr. Brian Rodgers
Trinity United Methodist Church, Birmingham
Mr. Mark Saliba, Past President
Covenant United Methodist Church, Dothan, AL
Rev. Richard Stryker
River of Living Water, Jasper, AL
Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett
North Alabama Conference

P2

UMCH kids in Chicago
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Kids going to camp, moms and their babies visiting Disney World,
teens working at summer jobs and volunteering to help others —
summer for the children in the care of the United Methodist Children’s
Home looks a lot like summer for families everywhere.
Twenty-one of those youth, plus nine
UMCH staff members, spent a week on
a Mission Trip to Chicago. (See story
on page 2.) UMCH encourages all of
the youth it serves to find
opportunities to help others. UMCH
South Regional Director Janet Rawls
said, “Usually our kids that don’t have a
job or aren’t involved in sports
programs over the summer work at
Area Food Banks, or do some other
volunteer wherever they have the
opportunity.”
Youth throughout Alabama and West
Florida attended a variety of camps,
including the Nick Saban Football
Camp at the University of Alabama. A
few youngsters participated in other
sports-oriented camps or played in a
summer basketball tournament.
“Most of our therapeutic foster care
children have been given an
opportunity to go to a camp,” Rawls
said. “A lot of our kids are going to
Blue Lake and some other camps.
Some of them are going to a camp just
about every week.” (Blue Lake United
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Group Home resident to successful
business executive

www.facebook.com/EnterUMCH

ABOVE: Dr. K. Blake Horne, CEO/
President, enjoying the Awards Weekend
alongside others from UMCH.

Methodist Camp is an American Camp
Association-accredited camping and
retreat center in Andalusia, Alabama.)
Local youth groups also provided
fellowship. Youth from Crosspoint
United Methodist Church in Niceville,
Florida, spent a week at the Gulf Coast
Group Home in Milton, Florida, and the
Crestview Teen Center in Crestview,
Florida, which offers services to youth
living in foster care and foster parents.
The Crosspoint youth contributed all
continued on page 3
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Chicago Mission Trip Features Hard Work,
Learning, Laughter and Even a Cubs Game
Enduring two overnight bus rides, sleeping (sparingly) atop
mattresses on the floor, doing exhausting physical work and
sharing just two bathrooms among 30 people all added up to
a wonderful summer Mission Trip to Chicago for United
Methodist Children’s Home youth and staff.
Nine staff members (plus, for a few days, UMCH President
and CEO Dr. K. Blake Horne) joined 21 youth on the mid-June
trip. The youth included foster children and residents of
Group Homes and Higher Education Homes. Everybody
worked, played, prayed and bonded.
On this fifth annual Mission Trip, UMCH partnered with the
BridgeBuilders program of Chicago’s Sunshine Gospel
Ministries. The organization has as its mission “to seek
renewal in the city through ministries of discipleship, mercy
and justice.” BridgeBuilders is its service-trip program.

floored balcony on the 103rd floor of Willis Tower, 1,353 feet
above the sidewalk.
We can’t say enough good things about this group of young
adults. They are smart and interesting and fun and helpful
and gracious. Our staff could not be prouder of them. They
worked hard and played hard and made this trip worth all the
sweat, aching bodies and exhaustion. Of all the great things
this week had to offer, without a doubt spending it with these
guys was the very best part!!

Lori Foreman documented the trip with daily Facebook
posts. Foreman is Program Manager for FOCUS, the
UMCH family preservation program, in Andalusia,
Alabama. You can read all of her posts at www.
facebook.com/EnterUMCH; here are some highlights:

DAY 1
The UMCH contingent split into two crews that spent the
mornings working. One helped rebuild a rundown
community garden. The other helped demolish buildings to
make way for housing. In the afternoons and evenings,
UMCH and Sunshine Gospel Ministries led Chicago history
lessons and carried out educational exercises. One day, each
person packed two lunches, went downtown and shared a
meal with a homeless person.

• UMCH takes the Windy City!! This is a feisty and fun
bunch ready to grab hold of the abundant life Jesus
gives and share that life with everyone we meet. Thanks
so much for joining with us in prayer, support and love!
• Headed to enjoy America’s favorite pastime! These
pictures are coming from The Friendly Confines of
Wrigley Field.

DAY 2
And some activities were just for fun. The week started with
a trip to Wrigley Field for a Chicago Cubs baseball game. At
week’s end, the group got to tour such Chicago landmarks
as Chinatown, the Navy Pier and Millennium Park. They rode
water taxis. They even ventured, gingerly, onto the glass-

• Wanna hear something cool? Half of our team spent
the day bringing the Hyde Park garden back to life.
Even cooler? This garden just happens to be RIGHT
ACROSS THE STREET from the spot that will soon be
the Obama Presidential Center. Awesome, right? We
tilled that dirt and pulled those weeds LIKE IT
MATTERS. Because it does. It is bringing back to life
something beautiful for the people in this community.
And doing any good thing for people that God loves
and cares for matters so very much. Our staff and kids
are dwelling on that truth this week.

DAY 3

ABOVE LEFT: UMCH youth always find ways of having fun.
ABOVE RIGHT: Dr. Blake Horne serving with others from UMCH.
OPPOSITE PAGE, ABOVE: More pictures from the Mission Trip.
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• We call them The Demolition Crew, and they are
having way too much fun with this job! While half of us
are gardening this week, the other half have been busy
demolishing two buildings in the Woodlawn community
so they can be used for housing in the future. It is hard,
tiring and super dirty work, and they are enjoying every
second of it. This crew gets first dibs on the showers
every day!!
continued on next page
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DAY 4

DAY 7

• Another morning full of fun and hard work. We are
continuously amazed at how hard our youth work when
given important and meaningful tasks. These kids SHINE
wherever we take them.
• As an introduction to our lesson on the history of
Chicago tonight, we spent the afternoon visiting the
DuSable Museum of African American History. Every day
this week, we are listening, looking and learning. Our staff
and youth are focusing on how to live out our faith in
relation to social justice and reconciliation during this trip.
We are gaining great insight on how to love each other and
the community around us.

• Chinatown. Millennium Park. Lincoln Park Zoo. We did it
all! We also said goodbye to our leaders from Sunshine
Gospel Ministries, who are now our friends. Especially Vida,
who remained kind and accommodating to us even after
she realized that corralling our group and getting us quiet
was going to take a heroic effort at times.
• And now we’re headed home. We cannot thank you
enough for the support that enabled us to take this trip.
We truly believe this week has made an eternal difference
in the lives of our youth and staff. We learned how to be
good neighbors; how to be the hands and feet of Jesus in
our communities; how to support each other emotionally,
physically and spiritually; and how to draw closer to God,
who in His great love for us created us for relationships
with Him and other people. Those are kingdom lessons
that compel us to shine a light in the world around us.

DAY 5
• Several of us spent the morning touring Jackson Park
and all its surroundings. We enjoyed getting to see more of
this community, and Mr. Bill was a wonderful tour guide.
The snow cones and ice cream were pretty awesome too.

DAY 6
• Navy Pier. Water Taxi. Willis Tower. We experienced all
the great things Chicago has to offer — except the ones we
saved for tomorrow. A few of us had a little trauma due to
a fear of heights, but this trip is all about stretching
ourselves past our comfort zones. And it’s about laughing
together. So much laughing!

Summer for UMCH Kids
sorts of activities,
including cooking,
moviegoing,
bowling, enjoying
trampoline parks,
worshipping and
sharing devotions.
The young
mothers and their
children at the
Babies First Group
ABOVE: Longtime staff member
Home in Mobile,
Abbi Dubose with UMCH residents.
Alabama, got to
visit Disney World
near Orlando, Florida. Quite a few group home residents and
foster children picked up spending money (and lessons in
responsibility, budgeting and time management) by working
at summer jobs, mostly in fast food.

(continued from page 1)

who graduated from high school in the southern part of
Alabama moved into the Scottsboro Group Home in
Scottsboro, Alabama. (Therapeutic foster care serves
children with special needs stemming from such issues as
social maladjustment, emotional problems or behavioral
problems.)
“She wasn’t really ready for college,” Rawls said, “so she will
move into the Scottsboro Group Home and go to community
college up there.” Scottsboro is in Northeast Alabama, a
mountainous, scenic area that has long been a resort
destination. Her foster parents plan to spend time with
her in the fall exploring the region and helping to ease
her transition.
Overall, most UMCH youth experienced a normal summer
filled with the usual day-to-day activities punctuated by
some fun trips. For those young people, who have suffered
so much chaos and pain, “normal” is refreshing.

Academic pursuits also crept into summer vacation. Some
youth received tutoring. One therapeutic foster care teen
3
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Residential Higher Education Program Helps
Students Unlock the Potential Within

If you met David and Megan, you’d like
them. They’re nice people. They go to
class, relax with their friends and look
out for others. Maybe they study a
little harder than most other college
students and seem more focused.
Overall, though, they come across as
typical young adults.

young men and women who live in the
program’s two residential homes.

They’re not. By doing what they’ve had
to do just to make it to college, they’ve
proven that they’re extraordinary. The
UMCH Residential Higher Education
Program has allowed them to unlock
the promise within themselves, helping
to turn their life stories from potential
tragedy to ongoing triumph.

The program enters its fifth academic
year in fall 2017. The home in
Tuscaloosa houses men who attend
Shelton State Community College,
Stillman College or the University of
Alabama. The residents at the women’s
home in Florence attend the University
of North Alabama or Northwest Shoals
Community College.

David’s father died in an automobile
accident when David was 5. His mother,
in her grief, turned to alcohol and
drugs. David and his siblings ended up
in foster care. Megan, physically abused
by her mother’s boyfriend, was sent to
an aunt who struggled with severe
mental illness.
Despite the obstacles they faced, David
and Megan graduated from high
school. Their good grades (3.0 or
better average) and the leadership and
good moral character they
demonstrated made them eligible for
the residential higher education
program. They’re now among the 20
4

The students have leaped at the chance
for a higher education that many
thought they’d never have, said Dr. K.
Blake Horne, Ph.D., President and CEO
of the United Methodist Children’s
Home. “They’re hungry,” he said. “They
want to learn. They’re grateful.”

UMCH encourages students to apply
for other available scholarships, but the
program makes sure that all college
expenses are covered. Residents
receive transportation and meals. They
do weekly counseling sessions with
staff. Financial advice or other help is
always available. For spending money
or such extras as a car, they can get
jobs. In large part they’re living
independently. “We want them to
exercise their decision-making
muscles,” Dr. Horne said.
UMCH has retained 70 percent of the
students who have enrolled since the

beginning. Nationally, less than 2
percent of all foster children who begin
college actually graduate. The
scholarship program participants’
cumulative grade-point average is 2.85
on a 4.0-point scale.
“The thing that has amazed me most
about these students really isn’t their
academic achievement as much as the
network that they’ve established with
each other,” Dr. Horne said. “These kids
sort of raise one another. They have
referred each other to our scholarship
program. They have a relationship
network where they support
each other.”
Dr. Scarlette Spears Studdard,
Florence Residential Higher Education
Home Manager for UMCH, said the
atmosphere at the scholarship homes
feels like “a cross between a family
home and an off-campus apartment.
There is definitely a family-type
environment.”
Staff members give the students what
Dr. Horne calls wraparound support,
assisting when needed but letting the
young men and women take
responsibility for their own decisions.
“It’s important for us to help the
ABOVE LEFT: UMCH Higher Ed students
always welcome visitors.
ABOVE RIGHT: Residents moving
into UMCH Higher Ed housing.

www.umch.net

scholars develop as young adults and
learn how to problem solve,” Dr.
Studdard said. “For the most part, the
students deal with any problems
themselves. If there is an issue between
two scholars, we encourage them to
talk.” Rarely, a staff member or Dr.
Studdard might need to mediate.
A $3.7 million estate gift from First
United Methodist Church of
Montgomery member Mary Knabe
made the scholarship program possible.
UMCH put a great deal of thought into
designing it.
“The entire program is evidence-based,”
Dr. Horne said. “We looked at all the
factors that were out there in the
research literature about what makes
college students successful, what

maximizes the chances of academic
success and personal development in
college.” The scholarship homes
encourage involvement in campus
activities, the setting aside of a certain
amount of study time each week,
engagement in self-awareness activities
and other steps that researchers have
found to be consistent with
college success.
Most participants have come through
foster care, but not all. “We opened it up
to kids who weren’t in the foster care
system but if it weren’t for a family
friend or extended family or church

member taking them in, they would
have been in the foster care system,” Dr.
Horne said. To find qualifying students,
UMCH has partnered with other
scholarship programs, especially the
Bryant-Jordan Student-Athlete
Scholarship Program.
Dr. Horne is proud of the success of both
students and program. “This works,” he
said. “If you surround these kids with the
resources they need, it works.”
Just ask David and Megan.

Anyone seeking more information or an application form can check the UMCH
website at www.umch.net or contact Alan Swindall, UMCH North Alabama
Regional Director, at alan.swindall@umch.net or 205-913-6608.

REV. TYLER FULLER grew up in Niceville, Florida, attending
Crosspoint United Methodist Church, Niceville Campus. Now,
he’s the church’s Missions Pastor, overseeing local and foreign
mission work. He married Leslie, his high school sweetheart,
14 years ago. They have five children (three of them adopted).
Fuller plays drums, loves stand-up paddleboarding, and enjoys
writing as a contributor to kindredyouthministry.com and
tylerjakefuller.wordpress.com. He joined the United Methodist
Children’s Home Board of Directors in 2016.
How did you get involved with UMCH?
I grew up in a church that participated in the White Christmas
Offerings, so the work of the UMCH has always been on my
radar. Much later in life I became a youth minister at Crosspoint
and organized a local mission trip that initiated a long-term
relationship with the UMCH Crestview site. When I transitioned
from the youth ministry position into the mission position I
became more involved in organizing our White Christmas
Offerings and UMCH foster home development.
What do you think you contribute as a Board member?
I think all Christians know that we get more from our service
than the organizations and people we serve. That is how I feel
about the UMCH. I serve among staff that are dedicated and
brilliant, and board members who are experts in their field. If I
have anything to offer, it is my personal experience as a foster/
adoptive parent and my passion for the cause.
Why is serving important to you?
Because kids matter to Jesus, and the UMCH serves kids who
may not have as many folks on their side. It is important to me
that teenagers know they will be able to apply their brilliant

minds to whatever they would like to do, and that kids feel
confident in the fact that they are loved and known by God and
other people.
What do you admire about UMCH?
I am proud of the way the staff is always looking for the
best ways to do the most good as faithful stewards of the
resources and kids God has placed in their care. They have been
passionate, relentless and always open to change for the sake of
their call to “follow the example of Christ by embracing all God’s
children ... one child, one family at a time.”
What else do you want others to know about UMCH?
Foster care, foster care, foster care. The UMCH has all of the
resources you need to become part of the solution to a brilliant,
loving kid or teen in need of a home. That home could be your
home, and the UMCH can get you trained and ready. Be a respite
provider, a “weekend warrior”! Have medical experience? You are
desperately needed as a therapeutic home! Empty nest? Refill it!
Have biological kids at home? Me, too — and we are all better for
our experience in the foster care system.
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Jamie McLean: A Success Story
Jamie McLean entered what he calls “the system” of foster care, group
homes and failed adoptions when he was 3 months old. As a child, he
suffered physical, mental, emotional and sexual abuse from those who
were supposed to be caring for him. At one residence, he said, he was
crowded with other children into an unheated room by foster parents
who didn’t understand the demands and challenges of fostering
multiple children.
Despite all that, he said, “I wouldn’t go
back and change one thing. I wouldn’t
be who I am today if I went back and
changed anything.”
Here’s one of the main reasons he
feels that way: “The Settlement saved
my life.”

something that I’d never
had my whole life,” he said.
“And that’s why I’m so
thankful for them and why I
think there ought to be
more homes like
The Settlement.

ABOVE: Jamie with his son, Alex.

“They provided me a safe place.”
The Settlement is the Group Home for
boys operated by the United Methodist
Children’s Home in Headland, Alabama,
near Dothan. McLean spent four years
there in the late 1980s and early 1990s.
He still stays in touch with members of
that lifesaving staff. “They provided me

Today, at age 43, he still occasionally
drives an hour north from his home in
Bonifay, Florida, to visit The
Settlement. When he does, he makes
sure also to see Patsy Liveoak,
Program Manager at UMCH’s
Therapeutic Foster Care office in
Dothan. She first met him when she
worked for the Alabama Department
of Human Resources and he was about
a year old. “He’s always called me his
other mother, and I’ve always called
him my son,” Liveoak said.
McLean likes talking with The
Settlement’s young residents. He tries
to share the great lesson that life has
taught him — the one that he says was
worth all of the suffering he endured:
No matter what anybody else has done
to you, you have the power to shape
your own life. Your future is up to you.
He’s a living example. “I went from
nothing,” he said. “And now I’m the
vice president of operations of my own
company.” The company does
government contract work for the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs.

ABOVE: Jamie McLean with his other
mother, Patsy Liveoak.
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Sometimes, the young people initially
shut him out. “Most kids think adults

don’t know anything,” he said. “That’s
when I tell them my story. I don’t get
into any graphic details, but I do tell
them a lot of what I’ve been through
growing up and where I’m at now.”
And then they listen. “I always tell them
that, no matter how you were brought
up, nobody owes you anything. You
owe it to yourself to do better. And
you can.”
He even shares his secret for “how to
cheat the system.” It’s deceptively
simple, he said: “Do what you’re asked
to do.” At home, at work, anywhere
else in life, others tell you what they
expect of you. Instead of wasting time
and energy griping about those tasks
or trying to weasel out of them, just
take care of them. After that, you get
to have fun following your own agenda.
“Just kind of go with it,” he said.
“Everything comes a lot easier
that way.”
He also tells them it won’t be easy. “I’m
not going to lie,” he said. “I hit rock
bottom there for a little bit because I
didn’t know which way to go. I guess
the good Lord was looking after me. I
picked myself up, and I kept walking.
Just because I was beaten, abused and
everything else as a child, I did not let
that dictate who I am today.”

www.umch.net

“The Settlement saved my life.
They provided me a safe place.”
— Jamie McLean

The staff members at The Settlement
helped build self-reliance and
confidence in a boy who had been
rejected not only by his mother but
also by more than one set of adoptive
parents. “I know at his first adoptive
place, he was convinced that the
reason it didn’t work is because he put
wet towels in the dirty clothes,”
Liveoak said. “I said, ‘You did nothing
wrong. You did not do a thing, honey.
It’s not your fault.’ We worked a lot on
helping him feel good about who he
was and feel that he was a
valuable person.”
Also helping were the godparents he
acquired during one of the failed
adoptions, Doris and Lonnie Daniels.
McLean has stayed close to them as
well. “I’ve got two moms and one dad,”
he said. “Patsy Liveoak is my first mom.
She had me for 17-plus years. And
Doris Daniels and Lonnie Daniels. I
learned my ethics from Lonnie and
Doris, my work ethics.”
After his time at The Settlement,
James “Jamie” McLean (“the only time
I got called James is when I was
getting in trouble”) tried the military.
Two knee surgeries ended that career
almost before it began.
Then he fell in love and got married. He
and his wife had a son, Alex. “We’re all
put here for a reason,” McLean said,
“and basically it’s the reason that’s
been going on for the whole history of
the human race. We’re put here to have
children and be responsible for their
growth and make sure they get out in
the real world and take care of
themselves.”

Yet another tragedy struck him. His
wife died of cancer when Alex was 9.
Still, the boy who grew up without a
stable home remained determined to
give his own child exactly that. “I’ve
been raising him by myself ever since
then,” McLean said. “I used all the skills
that I learned, literally, from the United
Methodist Children’s Home.”
He also reached out to Liveoak and
Doris and Lonnie Daniels for parenting
tips. “He’d come in, and we’d talk,”
Liveoak said. “He’s had a tough life. But
Jamie always maintained his focus on
raising that child, and he was a
good father.”
Today, Alex is 21. He just got married,
and he works for Dad. “He doesn’t
cuss,” said his proud father. “He doesn’t
smoke. He doesn’t drink.”

ABOVE: Alex and his wife, who are
thankful for UMCH.

grown, he said, “but we’ve got two
younger boys that I’m kind of helping
to steer in the right directions. They’ve
never had a true father figure. My
fiancée and I have been together for
about a year now, and the whole family
loves me. They think of me as
Dad already.”
Liveoak has watched McLean’s triumph
over extreme adversity with pride. “I’ve
learned that your best lessons, as a
social worker, come through the
children that you work with,” she said.
“And that they’re your inspiration.
“I feel very blessed.”

McLean himself is newly engaged to a
woman with five children. Three are

Leave a Legacy of Hope
Please consider including UMCH in your estate planning.
It’s one of the most important gifts you can give
that will truly change the future for so many.
If UMCH is in your estate plans already please
let us know so that we can update our records.
PLEASE CONTACT: Blake Horne at 334-387-2112,
blake.horne@umch.net, or
Rebecca Morris at 205-837-0141,
rebecca.morris@umch.net
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Building a Wheelchair Ramp for Mr. Eddie
“I think our yearly mission trips
have really helped our kids
and our staff look for
opportunities to help others
whenever they can.”
— Janet Rawls,
South Regional Director,
United Methodist Children’s Home
ramps for people who need them. “We agreed to do
it with the help of the Settlement boys,” Powell said.

Across the street from The
Settlement Group Home
for boys in Headland,
Alabama, lived Mr. Eddie.
Mr. Eddie was an older
gentleman. His house was
a manufactured home with
a deteriorating porch. He
and his wife both had
some physical problems
that made it hard for them
to get around.
The boys at The Settlement began to help. They started
cutting Mr. Eddie’s lawn. They took out his trash. They
fetched his mail. Of the boys currently at The Settlement,
Tavoris was particularly attentive. Several times a week, the
staff would make a little extra food, and the boys as well as
the staff would take a meal over to Mr. Eddie and his wife.
Once, Mr. Eddie called The Settlement from the hospital,
needing a ride home. One of the staff members and one of
the boys drove over to pick him up.

The boys devoted two weekends to tearing down
the old porch and hauling away the pieces. The
United Methodist Men — Tom Upchurch, Forest
Jones and Billy Walworth — then spent March 28
cutting the lumber to size. The next day, they and a
half dozen of the boys worked for five hours, as the
temperature climbed to an eventual high of 86
degrees, to put everything together.
A couple of the youth showed some solid carpentry
skills. All contributed, and gladly. “They were good
help,” Powell said. “And they stayed until we got
through with it.”
At the end of all their projects, the United Methodist
Men pray with the recipients and present them with a Bible.
Mr. Eddie cried. He couldn’t stop expressing his appreciation.
“Oh, he was so grateful,” Powell said. “He was so thankful.”
The ramp and porch made everyday life a little easier for Mr.
Eddie and his wife. And then Mr. Eddie died.
It hit the boys hard. They had helped build that ramp for him.
But after just a few weeks, he was gone.

“I think our yearly mission trips have really helped our kids
and our staff look for opportunities to help others whenever
they can,” said Janet Rawls, the United Methodist Children’s
Home’s South Regional Director. “Both the staff and the boys
have taken on Mr. Eddie as a local mission project of sorts.”

The ramp does make life easier for Mr. Eddie’s wife. The boys
still mow her lawn and take care of her. In the end, it doesn’t
matter how long he enjoyed their gift. “Whatever you did for
one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you
did for me” (Matthew 25:40). That’s what matters.

Some of the staff noticed the difficulty that Mr. Eddie and his
wife had with the steps on that rickety porch. They talked to
UMCH Development Associate Robert Powell, who attends
nearby First United Methodist Church of Dothan, Alabama.
The United Methodist Men at the church build wheelchair

TOP: It’s not always work. The boys always find time for a
pick-up basketball game.
ABOVE: Boys from The Settlement working hard in the heat.
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Awards Weekend Celebrates
What’s Special in All of Us
The UMCH fifth annual Awards
Weekend recognized dozens of young
people for their accomplishments. And
the weekend itself constituted an
award for everyone involved: youth,
staff and volunteers.
Beckwith Camp & Conference Center
on Weeks Bay in Fairhope, Alabama,
was the site for the much-anticipated
event, which takes place early each
May. “UMCH’s Awards Weekend has
become a yearly tradition for our staff
and youth,” said Dr. K. Blake Horne,
President and CEO of the United
Methodist Children’s Home. “We all
look forward to this special weekend
where we can fellowship with one
another in a relaxed and fun
environment.”
Young people in UMCH’s care gathered
from across Alabama and Northwest
Florida for recreation and growth —
physical, emotional and spiritual. They
did yoga, played basketball or just
waded in Weeks Bay. They bonded (or
renewed bonds) with other youth and
staff from UMCH ministries.

They gathered around a campfire for
vespers with a youth group from
Fairhope’s Jubilee Shores United
Methodist Church.
At the Saturday night Awards
Ceremony, UMCH celebrated
something for everyone present,
whether it was their “servant heart” or
their achievement of “highest GPA.”
“This is an evening that we all get
dressed up and eat a nice meal and
remember that each one of us has
something special to contribute,” said
Rebecca Morris, UMCH Vice President
of External Affairs.

“We all look forward to
this special weekend
where we can fellowship
with one another in
a relaxed and fun
environment.”
— Dr. K. Blake Horne,
President and CEO of the
United Methodist Children’s Home

Caring volunteers, both individuals and
churches, helped carry out the
programs, took photographs, and
supplied food and gifts. On Sunday
morning, everyone came together for
worship and prayer before
heading home.
“Now that this has become a yearly
tradition, I have kids and youth ask if
they can come back next year even if
they are not still in UMCH’s care,” said
Kristin Webb Alberda, UMCH Vice
President of Programs. “This is a direct
result of us making each child know
they have value and are loved.”

BELOW LEFT: UMCH residents enjoying
the pool.
TOP: Listening to Dr. Blake as he speaks
at morning watch.
ABOVE: UMCH baby enjoying a swing.
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Spanish Fort UMC Helpers Build New Deck at
Babies First so Moms Can Grill, Toddlers Can Play
That turned out to be an understatement. Garthwait
recruited not only the Sunday school class but also the
Spanish Fort United Methodist Men’s Club. “We needed the
construction talents from our United Methodist Men,” he
said. Fifteen men and women ended up spending 27 fourhour work days and a total of 316 hours (adding up all the
hours for each individual). Both groups also contributed
money for materials, as did Thrivent Financial.
They replaced the deck boards, railings and latticework,
repaired six gates and the deck stairs, added eight additional
support posts and some decorative touches, painted or
stained everything, trimmed a tree next to the deck and
hauled all of the debris to the dump. The Babies First staff
“were just amazed at the transformation,” Garthwait said.

People who are handy with tools see potential projects
wherever they go. When those people also care deeply about
helping those in need, they find a way to turn those projects
into finished jobs.
That’s how Babies First, the Mobile, Alabama, Group Home
for mothers and their babies, came to have a beautiful new
deck — a perfect place for the young moms to grill out and
for their toddlers to play.
The deck renovation actually started with a backyard
swingset. A United Methodist Women’s circle at Canterbury
United Methodist Church in Birmingham donated the
swingset to Babies First. (See the full story on page 11.) Gene
Garthwait, Alan Nichols and Pat Kimble of the Beyond the
Walls Sunday School Class at Spanish Fort United Methodist
Church in Spanish Fort, Alabama, volunteered to assemble
what turned out to be a complicated piece of play
equipment.
While wielding their wrenches and screwdrivers, they
noticed the big deck that runs along the back and one side
of the Babies First home. Weather had taken its toll on the
boards, exposing nailheads and raising splinters. “It needed a
lot of work,” Garthwait said.
ABOVE: Spanish Fort team smiles with satisfaction after the
completion of the Babies First deck.
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Janet Rawls, South Regional Director for the United
Methodist Children’s Home, was impressed with the crew’s
commitment. “They were going back and forth for all those
days,” she said, “and Spanish Fort Methodist is a good 45
minutes to an hour from the Group Home.”

“We try to emphasize the mission
work, giving back to the community.
It helps them to see other people do
things in the community without
expecting anything in return.”
— Janet Rawls,
South Regional Director for the
United Methodist Children’s Home

The Beyond the Walls Sunday School Class goes literally
beyond the walls of the church complex every fourth Sunday
to undertake a service project. “Doesn’t necessarily have to
be for a church member,” Garthwait said. “We find things
that need to be done that we can do in usually four hours on
a Sunday. But a lot of the projects lately that we’ve
undertaken have taken a lot more time. And of course this
one is probably the largest one that we’ve done.”
The class members make themselves servants for a wide
variety of people and organizations in need. “We’ve built
wheelchair ramps,” Garthwait said. “We’ve painted homes.
We’ve cleaned grocery carts at Prodisee Pantry [a nonprofit
community ministry in Spanish Fort that provides emergency

www.umch.net

food and disaster relief]. We’ve done cleanup at schools,
getting ready for the new school year. We’ve done yard
maintenance for people who can’t get out and do it
themselves.”

“First United Methodist Church of Dothan is another example.
Women from the church come out a couple of times a month
and bring dinner. They’ll sit and visit with the kids, play board
games with them. There’s nothing expected in return.”

Rawls said the crew from Spanish Fort UMC set a great
example for the Babies First residents. “We try to emphasize
the mission work, giving back to the community,” she said. “It
helps them to see other people do things in the community
without expecting anything in return.

Anyone can see a need and selflessly pitch in to help. Even if
you can’t rebuild a deck, you can offer a smile, a kind word, a
helping hand. People with a servant’s heart see such
potential projects wherever they go.

Moms Helping Moms: Babies First Gets a Swingset
Thirty women at Canterbury United
Methodist Church, in the upscale
Birmingham suburb of Mountain
Brook, feel a simple, profound
kinship with the teenage residents
at the Babies First group home in
Mobile, Alabama: They’re all
mothers of young children. That’s
why Babies First now has a brand
new swingset.
“Oh my goodness, this is so fun!”
said one 5-year-old on the day the
set was assembled. “It’s for us? This
is so nice.”
A 2-year-old fell in love with
the slide, declaring “I’m going to
go again!” after each
downward swoop.

their ages may be 10 to 20 years
younger than ours, we were
experiencing the same thing at the
same time.”
Dedmon worked for UMCH before
moving to a different job and a
different church. She mentioned that
Babies First lacked outdoor play
equipment. Circle Eight asked the
Babies First staff to pick out a set on
Walmart.com. Circle Eight ordered it,
paid for it and had it shipped to the
home. Gene Garthwait, Alan Nichols
and Pat Kimble from Spanish Fort
United Methodist Church in Spanish
Fort, Alabama, volunteered to
put it together.

Circle Eight also regularly sends gift
packages to Babies First, mixing
UMCH Kids enjoying the generosity
utilitarian items such as diapers with
Play brightens the day for both kids
of others.
fun things as well, Millsap said. “We
and their parents. “As moms of our
go to the Target dollar section and buy the little seasonal
own children, we spend endless amounts of hours at the
things and send them down there for them to play with or
playground or in our backyards on our play sets,” said
do arts and crafts.”
Laura Millsap. “So we wanted those moms to have the
same experience.”
The women of Circle Eight have never met the moms at
Babies First, but they understand the challenges the
Millsap belongs to Circle Eight, a United Methodist
residents face. And they empathize. “We know how hard it
Women’s circle at Canterbury UMC that consists of
is to be moms,” Millsap said. “I can never imagine doing
mothers with young children. A former member, Cristin
that when I was a teenager.”
Dedmon, told them about Babies First, a United Methodist
Children’s Home residential facility in Mobile, Alabama, for
So the young women at Canterbury want to do what they
very young mothers and their babies.
can to make the lives of the young women at Babies First
a little easier and happier. “They’re normal people,” Millsap
“We just thought the connection was kind of amazing
said. “They’ve just had some bad circumstances. And they
because those women are also in the same stage of life as
just need a little bit of help, which we all do sometimes.”
we are: They have young children,” Millsap said. “While
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UMCH Caring Extends Through the Transition
to Adult Life, and Beyond
Through its various programs, the
United Methodist Children’s Home
helps abused and neglected young
people from infancy through their
college years — and, unofficially,
beyond. Even if a child leaves a
program early or grows up and moves
on with life, UMCH staff can’t just
shut off their concern and love.
“If you say you care about somebody,
if you say that they’re important to
you, you don’t just dump them when
they leave,” said Patsy Liveoak,
Program Manager at UMCH’s
Therapeutic Foster Care office in
Dothan, Alabama.
The transition that troubled youth face
in moving from a group home, foster
care or another structured
environment to on-their-own adult life
has always worried caregivers. In
simpler times, when UMCH was a
single orphanage at Selma, Alabama,
most of the children it served had
simply lost their parents and had no
one else to take them in. The
orphanage served as a boarding
school that readied them for the
grown-up world.

ABOVE: UMCH Higher Education student
preparing for exams.
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Today, most of the young
people whom UMCH embraces
have suffered chaos and abuse
beyond the comprehension of
anyone who grew up in a
stable family. They require
immensely more help than the
orphans of a few decades ago,
and their needs don’t stop
when they reach their late
teens. That’s why UMCH has
developed and expanded such
programs as Transitional Living
and Higher Education Homes,
which assist youth as they
pass from their high school
years into the workforce or
college.
Jamie McLean, now a
successful 43-year-old
businessman, spent four years
TOP: The UMCH tradition of gathering in a circle to
at The Settlement, the UMCH
pray for safe travels.
Group Home for boys in
ABOVE: UMCH is there for each life stage from
infancy to college.
Headland, Alabama. He said he
knew many young people
whose lives fell apart once
“I’ve always loved the support that this
they “aged out” of foster care or a
agency has and the commitment that
group home and suddenly lost their
they have to the children that come
support systems.
into the program.”
In the Transitional Living Program, he
said, “They would teach us to budget,
cook food. Some of us had a little
part-time job we could go to, and
they’d help with transportation to get
us there. It was basically giving you the
tools that you needed, the basics, for
whenever you hit the real world so you
didn’t wind up in jail.”
Liveoak has observed UMCH from
inside and outside. When she was an
employee of the Alabama Department
of Human Resources, she often worked
with UMCH. “I’ve been involved with
the United Methodist Children’s Home
all my social work life, when it was at
Selma and everywhere else,” she said.

Even if children reject help, UMCH
doesn’t abandon them. “Whether they
leave or not, we’re still there for them,”
she said. “We still maintain contact
with our children.”
That contact continues through
adulthood, just as with any other loved
one. “You want to hear from them, and
you want to know how they’re doing,”
Liveoak said. “And if they have
struggles, just like anybody else, you
wonder how I can help, what I can do.
We’re blessed that this agency is very
supportive of that — of any way you
could help any child. Even when they
become an adult, you always think,
how can you help them?”

www.umch.net

The Heart of the Matter
Luke 11:33-35:

programs and business practices as
something we’d like to have from you,
our donors and supporters. We view it as
the very cement of our foundation as a
ministry. We teach our children on a daily
basis that trust is an absolutely essential
relationship ingredient for a person — or
organization — intent on glorifying God.

“No one lights a lamp and puts it in a
place where it will be hidden, or under
a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand,
so that those who come in may see the
light. Your eye is the lamp of your body.
When your eyes are healthy, your whole
body also is full of light. But when they
are unhealthy, your body also is full of
darkness.. See to it, then, that the light
within you is not darkness.”

Our annual report is just one of the ways
that we light our lamp and place it on its
stand for all to see. The light comes in
the form of numbers — service statistics,
I know of no more appropriate scripture
program revenue and expenses, and
Dr. Blake Horne and family
to set the stage for an annual report for
donations — but behind these numbers
your United Methodist Children’s Home than these verses
are hundreds of stories about Grace, Hope and Love in the
from the Gospel of Luke. We often find Jesus speaking with
lives of our children, reminding us that “the light shines in
great conviction and frequency in the Gospels on the topics
the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (John
of children, money and the importance of “light” — what
1:5). Thanks for all that you do that allows us to share the
we commonly refer to these days in organizations
love of Jesus Christ, the Light of the World, with the children
as transparency.
of Alabama and Northwest Florida.
The stewardship of UMCH’s resources for the benefit of
our children and the Glory of God is my most important
responsibility as the organization’s leader. It is essential
that we put our work “on its stand, so that those who come
in may see the light.” We at UMCH don’t view trust in our

Grace and Peace,
Blake

Dr. K. Blake Horne

President and CEO,
United Methodist Children’s Home

ANNUAL
REPORT
INSERTED

Honorariums and Memorials
In appreciation for gifts in honor of loved ones and friends,
we have listed them for you alphabetically. The names
included are for gifts received from March 16, 2017, through
June 30, 2017. If you would like to remember friends or loved
ones in a special way, you may send gifts to the United
Methodist Children’s Home. A reply envelope is included in this
issue of Embrace UMCH. Your contributions help us continue
our efforts to strengthen children and families.
Honor Gifts for birthdays, anniversaries, graduations and
special days are acknowledged to the honoree. Memorial Gifts
are acknowledged to the bereaved family. No mention of the

amount is made. The list of honorarium gifts is followed by
the list of memorial gifts. We are thankful for all gifts made in
honor and in memory of loved ones. These gifts allow United
Methodist Children’s Home to continue to follow the example
of Christ by embracing all God’s children … one child, one
family at a time.
UMCH makes every effort to accurately reflect the
honorariums and memorials in this publication. Should you see
a mistake, please contact us at info@umch.net. We will make
the correction and have it in the next newsletter and online at
www.umch.net. Thank you for your continued support!

In Honor

Bill Jackson
Cypress Development, LLC

Bryn Manzella
Julia Ashlyn Manzella

Debra Hamilton
Blue Ridge Mountain Water, Inc.

Ann Smith Harrison
Louise S. Iverson

Billy and Toni Houston
Caty Richardson

Carolyn Cumbie
Rebecca Cumbie

Doris Holmes
Margaret Underhill

Betty Olliff
Myra W. Martin

Brian Erickson
Nick Nixon

Clair Higgins
Janet Townsend

Dorothy Nichols
Lindora W. Snyder
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Elaine McDonald
Charles McDonald

Millie Lisenby
Mary Beth Gibson

Betty Jane Ponder
Fred D. Ponder

Diane G. Risch
Steve Risch

Elizabeth Nolen
Phil and Virginia Butler

Mona Richards
Paul Jacobs

Betty Jane Wittel
Floyd Haley Parks

Don Bryant
Phyllis J. Logan

Mr. and Mrs. Eric Rogers
and family
Johnny Ivey

Nathan, Noah & Anna Abbott
Janet Townsend

Bob Moore
Robert Moore

Don and Rae Whitmer
Judy and Howard Rew

Pat Wyatt Brasher
Louise S. Iverson

Bobbie Turner Morrow
Diane and Bob Hagler
Nancy D. Thornell

Donald Morse
John E. Matthews

Gloria Smith
Louise S. Iverson
Grantham Lawrence Poole
Reneau
Don and Carol Duke
Brian Miller

Robert Powell
Skipperville UMW

Harriet Kiser
Janet H. Townsend

Small Group Leaders — 2016
Huffman UMC

Harry A. Mason
Sue Reeder

Steven A. Smith
John E. Smith

Bruce B. Burson
Stuart Burson
Dr. and Mrs. William E. Calhoun
Al and Lila Harbour
Richard I. Kirkland
June McLaughlin
Jeff McLaughlin
Betty Savage
Terry and Michael Tuley

Hayden, Martha Rylee, Clark,
Dalia, Baylin & Peter
Martha and Peter Bayer

Sunday School Teachers — 2016
Huffman UMC

Dr. C.A. Dozier
Ellen Bailey

Tanner & Sherry Sumners
John H. Sumners

Carl Seele
Robert Gibe

Tim Hutcherson
Mrs. Carolyn East
Mrs. Louise Iverson
Mrs. Ivey Veinot

Carole Bolling Neville
Zora Ballard
Asa Dudley
John Edington
Mike & Stacey Goodman
Troy, Stephanie & Dax Hinton
Dennis Wright

Jack Arlington
Hatchechubbee UMC
Jane Knight
Linda Knight
Jean Prather
Robert D. Money

Sandra Jerkins
Lora and Bradley Johnson

Joan Murray
David R. Murray

United Methodist
Children’s Home
Harpersville/Vincent UMW

Joe and Kari Futch
Janet Townsend

Vicki Coleman
Douglas Coleman

John and Elaine Clemmons
Melody Ritchey

Willie Anna Johnson
Murray and Jean Johnson

Joseph Futch
Janet Townsend
June Kendrick
Celia C. Ellis
Diane M. Palmer
Kelsey Horton & Gary Masih
The Jordan Family
Laura Sisson
Hunter Pugh
Dr. Laurie Neil
Phil and Virginia Butler

In Memory
Alice Brooks Weaver
Elaine Sites
Alta M. Brighton
Terry D. Sullivan
Annie Bonnett
Varner Siblings and Spouses
Annie Hawkins
Kimbrell Barefield

Charles Brown
Farrel and Mary Newsom
Charles James
Tom and Doris Ford
Charlie Brown
Daisie B. Schoultheis
Rev. Chris Perry
Betty Savage
Clarence and Peggy Chestnut, Jr.
New Market UMC
Clarence Newman
Carol Stephens
Colvin Reeves
Oak Valley Station UMC
Mr. and Mrs. Hollis Jones

Revs. Libba and Judd Stinson
Elizabeth Rutland

Anthony David
“Tony” Trimble
Mrs. Joel Crick Trimble

Justice Lyn Stuart
Doris B. Post

Audrey Ruth
Gail Fain-Adee

Madeira Powell
James Powell

Belle Marie Johnson
Carolyn and Ty Sockwell

Marie Yeats
Brent and Pam Bottoms

Bert Goodwin
David Lee

Martha Alford
Bobby Alford

Beth Rosenberg
Fred and Sandra Middleton

David Bryson
Joel McDavid Sunday School
Class

Mary Virginia Mandell
Phil and Virginia Butler

Betty Broach
Larry and Carol Davis

David Christenberry
Teresa and Gene Pritchett

Dr. Mary Nell Mason
Sue Reeder

Betty Johnson
Lora and Bradley Johnson

Dawn Summerlin
Brenda Summerlin
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Dan McKinney, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Sam H. Streetman
Tim Wesley

Donald Pilcher
Oak Valley Station UMC
Margie and Hollis Jones
Donna Dickey Daugherty
Howard R. Daugherty
Donna Benefield Patmon
Kyla Kortright
Camilla Musgrove
Dorothy Jean Chastain
John T. Chastain
Dot Butler
Virginia and Phil Butler
Drew Brown
Joel McDavid Sunday School
Class
Mr. and Mrs. E.G. Simms
Stephen G. Simms
Edith Box
Anna Haynes
Freddie and Sandra Middleton
Edna Ferrell
Deborah Kelly
Edward and Bernice Baty
Robert and Rosa Baty
Elizabeth Cook
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Cook
Elmira Glenn
Camilla Musgrove
Emily Louise Irving Allen
Kathy and Brian Hoskins
Eugene W. Sullivan, Jr.
Terry D. Sullivan
Faustine Bresnahan
Peggy McKnight
Rev. Floyd Bryars Dyal
Eva and Larry Pate

Darren Collins
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Rushing

Frances Edelen
William Buie

David Lee Bowen, Sr.
Spares and Pairs Class — Frisco
City UMC

Frances “Frannie” D. Johnson
Julie Alford
Cynthia Bennett
Brad and Julie Brieger
Gerald and Barbara Brieger
Paul Fuzy
Eric Guilliams
Whitley Harwood
Louise S. Iverson
Alice and Jerry Kruse
Dr. Jerry and Sandra Long
David Luetkemeyer

www.facebook.com/EnterUMCH

Drs. Robert & Marcia
Mahnken
Ed Mellers
Karen Mullis
Mark Nelson
Tom & Linda Schaefer
Dennis and Kathy Sheppard
Ted A. Smith
Dr. and Mrs. Yates Trotter, Jr.
The Trotter Family
Dr. Leo M. Wyrsch

Dr. James Michael Kerrigan
Dr. Patricia G. Kerrigan

Kenneth J. Jennings
Catherine B. Gifford

James D. Russell
Sherry and Tommy Flowers
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Hoskins

Kent Eckman
Floyd Hayley Parks

Frances McCloud
Terry and Lanis Marbut

Jane and Jerrol Cope
Mary Taylor

Frances Moody
Phil and Virginia Butler

Jane Hockersmith
Helen L. Sleighter

Frankie Whitford
All Ages and Stages SSC at
Riverchase UMC

Jane Baty Ponder
Robert and Rosa Baty

Fred O. Rosenblum
Michael Rosenblum
Fred Wood
Edward J. Hunneyman
Gary G. Tidwell
Peggy Wick

James H. Underhill
Margaret Underhill
James Wise
Daisie B. Schoultheis

Janie & Max Roberts
Ed Hunneyman
Jason Smith
Flomaton UMC
Jeanette B. Andrews
Michelle R. Andrews

Gary Trimble
Carolyn S. Langham

Jennifer Bonner McGraw
Arlington UMC
Bobbie S. Samac

George H. Cochran, Sr.
Elizabeth Cochran

Jerry Slaton
Brenda and John Walker

Reverend George Zorn
George L. Zorn

Joe C. McCorquodale, Jr.
Bebe Garrett

Gladys J. Mann
Merle B. Mann

Rev. John H. Andrews
Michelle Andrews

Gladys Tackett
Fox Army Health Center
Pharmacy
First Cumberland Presbyterian
Church
Mary Kate and Eddy Keel
Donna Paulk
Joe Wright

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Gandy, Jr.
Ginger Gandy

Grace Slade
Camilla Musgrove

Joy Dixon
Roger A. Williams

Grandma McDevitt
Jennifer and Neal McDevitt

Judy Lindsey
Dr. Rivers M. Lindsey

Harold Lott
Oak Valley Station UMC

Judy Ott
Grand Ridge UMC

Harry Inman Suddith, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Pate

Jule Spano
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Findley

Hershel May
Doris May

Karen McCarroll
Steve McCarroll

Hilda Church
Robert & Elene Powell
Scott and Laura Williams

Kate Arledge
Jim Rushing

Ina Bailey Tew
Laura Roy Circle
Betty Savage

John Rodgers Mayfield
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Rubio
John Martin “Ace” Perkins, Sr.
Antioch UMC
Brenda and John Walker

Kate B. Hilton
Kathryn H. Bailey

Jackie Oliver
Rody and Buddy Di Chiara

Miss Kay Frances “Sissy”
Brannon
Men’s Bible Class at First
UMC of Hartford

James Monroe Griffith
Dr. and Mrs. W.J. Many, Jr.

Ken Haupt
Ray and Eleanor Haner

Laural Ruth Huff
Mr. and Mrs. James Ralph Huff
Lib Parker
Linda Marler
Lillian Wallace
Kimbrell Barefield
Lillie M. Sullivan
Terry D. Sullivan
Linda Keith
John B. Keith
Lois Rhodes
Deborah Kelly
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Jo Ellen Sellers
Martha Shreve
Stephanie Sloneker
Mary Studsill
Ward Taylor
Phyllis Walters
Dorcus Williamson
Juanita Windham
Glenda Wright
Martha Akers
Eleanor Haner
Mary Frances Hood Bain
Elvelier Richey
Mary Baker
Billy Joe Baker
Mary Biggs
Mike and Ann Biggs-Williams

Infant Luke Ward Ogram
John and Annette Watters

Mary Lou Watson May
Mr. and Mrs. Felix A.
Walker, Jr.

Mamie Lois Bruce
Jim and Pat Blair

Mary Pratt
Betty Savage

Mamie Doris Sasser
Ellen S. Dunlap

Mary Williams
Mike and Ann Biggs-Williams

Margaret Odom
Bill Yessick

Mastin Barnhill
Joe Norton

Marie Woolverton
Pat and Hugh Barlow

Mike Beshears
Dave Lee

Marilyn O’Neal
Andalusia Motor Company
Lurleen B. Wallace
Community College
Christopher’s Diamonds and
Fine Jewelry, Inc.
Andalusia Distributing
Company, Inc.
Clay Finance
Cincinnati Insurance Company
Mrs. Homie P. Best
Nancy Bozeman
Robert and Dorothy Carlton
Bob Carter
Lucky and Felicia Cope
Isabel Daniel
Vincent Dawson
Karen Doulin
Lowell and Kristen Green
Judith Heniger
Mike and Jean Jones
Ricky and Nancy Jones
Donna Laurence
Dr. Jack and Joyce Leverett
Y.M. and Peggy McElreath
Natalie Moore
George L. Patterson
Chuck and Carrie Patterson
William W. Patton
Gloria Pierce
Michael and Jenny Pitts
Bethany Polk
Debbie and Steve Posey
Jack and Marcie Reichart
Norma Riley
Nancy Robbins
Paul and Jennifer Rogers

Mildred Calfee
Susan and Trent Miller
My Family
Margaret G. Underhill
My Mother
Jan Zimmerman
My Mother
Joyce M. Rice
Myra Grace Golden
Andy Higdon
Nancy Ann Argo
Glenda and John Argo
Nancy Durham
Jack and Jamie Durham
Nona Hood
Joel McDavid Sunday
School Class
Norma Fletcher
Grand Ridge UMC
Pat Schannep
Betty Savage
Patricia Brown
Michelle Bankston
Patsy Anne Evans
Carol Wilson
Pattie Haggord
Ginger Gandy
Paul Chastain
John T. Chastain
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Paul F. Owens
Debra and Bill Findley

Richard Parker
Floyd Haley Parks

Sandra J. Lundberg
Kathryn G. Higginbotham

Wade Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Ben T. Edwards

Dr. Paul Ruark
Janet W. Ruark

Richard Nixon Perkins
Carolyn and Ty Sockwell

Seaton Still
Aileen S. Graves

Wanda Menefee
Louise Avery

Peggy Taylor Hide
Nellie C. Salter

Robert M. Burley
Rachel Burley

Solon and Nadine Southern
Sherry and George Henderson

Wayne C. Smith
John E. Smith

Peggy Edwards Ivey
Erney Edwards

Robert F. Longwitz
Mr. and Mrs. James
D. Evans

Sue Norwood
JoAnne and Jerry Newton
Scottsboro Branch AAUW

Wee Wau Abbott
Joann and Edward Cotton

Robert F. “Bob” and Linda S.
McCormick
Fred and Sandra Middleton

Teresa Burns
Joel McDavid Sunday
School Class

Pete, Ralph, Laurie,
Amy & Todd
Donnette H. Lurie
Phyllis Wheat
David and Linda Miller
Polly Barnhill
Joe Norton
Mr. R.O. Jones
John Jenkins
Kathryn H. Jenkins

Roberta Sample
Reita S. Davis
Ronald N. Kelly
Paulette Kelly
Ruby Brewer
Polly Pigott

Ralph C. Thompson
Bay Minette First UMC

Ruby Still
Aileen S. Graves

Reba Sue Austin Norwood
Tom and Janice Hodges Bragg

Rufus and Jewel Stagner
Kim and Paul Stagner

Rebecca Marsh
Shirley Webb Hover

Ruth Otto
Kimbrell Barefield

Richard Bailey
Annie Pearl Bailey

Mr. and Mrs. S.S. Still
Aileen S. Graves

Richard E. Higginbotham
Kathryn G. Higginbotham

Sammy Reynolds
Anita B. Meadows
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Thelma McAlpine
Carol R. Jenkins
Tom Corley
Floyd Hayley Parks
Tommie Lou Traylor
Murray and Jean Johnson

William E. Dean
Emilie Bentley
William Garvie
Edward J. Hunneyman
Wilma Lambert
Ann and Larry Crosby
Allen and Shannon Thompson
Woodrow Butts
Elizabeth and Gary Gibson

Velma Clunan
Cottondale UMW
Vergie and Tommy Wood
Kimberly and Charles Wood
Virginia Estes Austin
Claire H. Austin
Virginia Jones
Eugene Jones
Virginia Nolen Sharp
Men’s Bible Class at FUMC
of Hartford

For corrections or more
information, please contact
Rebecca Morris:
rebecca.morris@umch.net
205-837-0141
www.umch.net

